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NAeukwoaia, 12 AtrpiAiou 2017

NMPOZ: ‘OAoug Toug Biounydavoug kai Eicaywyeig Tpo@ipwv kai Motwv

OEMA: Mn emiTpemépevn XpRion Tou 4-AminoCarminic Acid (4-ACA) wg E120
(Kappivn, koxeviAn) ota Tpo@ipa

Kupia/e,

‘Exoupe TTAnpogopnOei atrd TIG YYEIOVOUIKEG YTTNPETieg OTI € KATTOIO OEiyuaTa TPOPINWY, WETA
aTro EPYQOTNPIOKES ECETATEIG TTOU Eyivav aTTo TIG Apuodieg ApxEG TNG MaAAiag, €xel evioToTel o€
pn ouviABn TooooTd TO atrayopeupévo TTpooBeTo 4-AminoCarminic Acid (4-ACA). Ta trpoidvTa
autd agopouacav (a) KpeatoTrapackeudopara, (B) mpoidvra aédag Kai (y) YAUKd, oTn oRuavon
TWV OTToIWV ava@epoTav n TpooBnikn Tou E120 evwy oTnV TTPAYMATIKOTNTA TTPOCTIBETO TO 4-
ACA.

2UUQWVa PE TRV TTANPOPOPNCN OTA €V AOYW TTPOIOVTA UTTO KAVOVIKEG OUVONKES TTPOCTIOETAI TO
mpocBeto E120 1O OTOiO €ival YeEVIKA ETITPETTOPEVO TTPOCOETO KAl E€TTIONG EMITPETTETAI VA
TTPOCTIOETAI OTIC TTPOAVAPEPONEVES KATNYOPIES TPOPIUWV.

H Eupwtraikl Apxn Ac@dAciog Tpoipwv péxpl Twpa @aivetar OTI dev €xel TTpoPei o€
aglohoynan kivdouvou yia 1o 4-ACA pe aTToTEAEOUO va UTTApxEl afefaidotnTa 6oov agopd TIg
ETITITWOEIG TOU TN dnudoia vyeia.

Me Bdon 1a mo mavw, n EupwTraikr) ETTpoTrh £xel TTpoRei 0TIG akOAOUBEG EVEPYEIEG:

e ‘Exeloudnmoel To Béua otnv Oudda Epyaciag Twv MpooBétwy,

e Me €mOTOAR TNG (ETTICUVATITETAI) £XEI EVNUEPWOEI TN Blounxavia yia TNV Tapdavoun
xpnon tou 4-ACA wg KUpIo TTPOCBETO e OKOTTO VA TTPOCOWOEl XPWHA OTA TPOPIUA

o EmBefaiwvel TTWG N TTPAKTIKH OUTA €ival KAl OKOTTIPN KAl TTAPAVOMN

e OQa &ekivoel Tn diadikacia oulntnong otnv Oudda Epyaciag Twv MNpocbETwy ue
okoTré Tn Bfommion avwrtatou opiou yia 10 4-ACA (wg KaTdAoITro oTo TTPOCHETO
E120)

MNa otroladATTOTE €mMTTPOCOETN  TTANPOPOPNCN  TTAPOKOAW OTTWG  ETTIKOIVWVEITE ME  TIG
Yyeiovoulkég YTnpeaieg (kog Mdvvng BioAdpng TnA. 22-605561) o1 otroieg TapakoAouBouv 1o
Béua.

Me ekTipnon,

Avdpéag Avdpéou,
AieuBuvTn¢ Tunuatog Biounxaviag,
MNa Mevikoé payparéa.

AA/EK

New®. piBa Ayevr) 38 & AeAnyiwpyn 3, T.0. 21455,1509 Asukwaoia, KUnpoc,
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR HEALTH AND FOOD SAFETY

Crisis management in food, animals and plants
Alerts, traceabllity and committees

Brussels,
 sante.ddg2.2.5(2017)336958 . .

Dear Sirs,

Subject: Use of unauthorised food additive 4-ACA (4-amino-carminic acid) in
E120-labelled foods and beverages

Official Controls on the market showed that 4-amino-carminic acid (4-ACA) is being
used in food and beverages such as soda drinks, confectionaries and meat preparations.
4-ACA is a molecule originating from carminic acid and it could be present as impurity
in E120.

Regulation (EU) No 231/2012 laying down specifications for food additives listed in
Annexes Il and III to Regulation (EC) 1333/2008 does not set a specific limit for 4-ACA
as an impurity, nor does it mention it as an authorised food additive. EU rules on food
additives are based on a positive list of substances and 4-ACA is not listed.

The use of E120, of which 4-ACA is a major component (sometimes referred to as “acid
stable carminic acid”), as a food additive is not permitted and constitutes a violation of
EU legislation. Moreover, there is no scientific evidence suggesting that the molecule
does not pose a safety concern to the health of consumers at the levels in use.
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DG SANTE wishes to recall the following legal obligations for food additives:

e Article 12 of Regulation (EC) 1333/2008 requires that: "When a food additive is
already included in a Community list and there is a significant change in its
production methods or in the starting materials used, or there is a change in
particle size, for example through nanotechnology, the fpod additive prepared by

~—new entry in the Community lists or a change in the specifications shall be

required before it can be placed on the market.’;

e Article 5 of Regulation (EC) 1333/2008 provides that no food additive or food
containing such an additive shall be placed on the market if the use of that food
additive does not comply with that Regulation.

The European Commission is determined to put a stop to these illegal activities.
We count on your full support to inform your members about their legal obligations. We

also invite them to report any suspicion to their national authorities.

Thank you very much for your continuous cooperation.

Yours faithfully,

Philippe LOOPUYT
Head of Unit

Encl.: Presentation
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